
Lesson 2 for April 9, 2016



This week we studied how Matthew told the 
beginning of Jesus’ ministry:

His precursor 
(Matthew 3).

His enemy 
(Matthew 4:1-11).

His background 
(Matthew 4:12-16).

His followers 
(Matthew 4:17-25).



“In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
and saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!’” (Matthew 3:1-2)

John preached a universal message: 
“Repent!” In addition, he preached a 
“present truth” for their 
contemporaries, “The Messiah is 
coming.” (Matthew 3:11).

He used quotes and examples from the 
Scriptures he knew—the Old 
Testament.

He taught they should live according to 
true repentance so they could be ready 
for the coming of the Messiah.

He always pointed to Jesus. He stressed 
both His ability to transform hearts—
the baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire 
in Matthew 3:11—and His ability to 
judge—His Second Coming in 
Matthew 3:12.



“Let this mind be in 
you which was also 
in Christ Jesus, 
who, being in the 
form of God, did 
not consider it 

robbery to be equal 
with God, but made 

Himself of no 
reputation, taking 

the form of a 
bondservant, and 

coming in the 
likeness of men. 

And being found in 
appearance as a 
man, He humbled 

Himself and became 
obedient to the 
point of death, 

even the death of 
the cross.”

(Philippians 2:5-8)

“How you are fallen 
from heaven, O 

Lucifer, son of the 
morning! How you 
are cut down to 
the ground, you 

who weakened the 
nations! For you 
have said in your 

heart: ‘I will 
ascend into heaven, 

I will exalt my 
throne above the 

stars of God; I will 
also sit on the 
mount of the 

congregation on the 
farthest sides of 
the north; I will 
ascend above the 
heights of the 
clouds, I will be 
like the Most 

High.’”
(Isaiah 14:12-14)

He was God, 
but made 

himself 
creature

He humbled 
himself

He was a 
creature, but 
he wanted to 
be like God

He wanted to 
exalt himself 
above God

What a contrast in that desert! The 
powerful angel against the Man who 

was weakened by hunger; pride 
against humbleness.

The holy angels were eager to see 
how that confrontation would end.



“Then Jesus was led up by the 
Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil.”
(Matthew 4:1)

“When Jesus was led into 

the wilderness to be 

tempted, He was led by the 

Spirit of God. He did not 

invite temptation. He went 

to the wilderness to be 

alone, to contemplate His 

mission and work. By 

fasting and prayer He was 

to brace Himself for the 

bloodstained path He must 

travel. But Satan knew that 

the Saviour had gone into 

the wilderness, and he 

thought this the best time 

to approach Him.”
E.G.W. (The Desire of Ages, cp. 12, pg. 114)



“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil.” (Matthew 4:1)

The gospel of Luke explains 
that Satan didn’t depart from 
Jesus until he “had ended 
every temptation.” 
(Luke 4:13).

Jesus “was in all points 
tempted… yet without sin.” 
(Hebrews 4:15). Adan failed 
but He overcame. We fail but 
He overcomes.

He proved that there are no 
excuses for our failure.

We don’t need to fall into 
temptation. We can overcome 
through faith and submitting 
ourselves to Christ.



“And leaving Nazareth, He came and 
dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the 
sea, in the regions of Zebulun and 
Naphtali.” (Matthew 4:13)

In 104 BC, Aristobulus I conquered Galilee and 
forced the native to circumcise and to embrace the 
Jewish faith. The descendants of those 
“compulsory Jews” sincerely accepted Israel’s faith 
and became true Jews.

After John died, Jesus decided to make Galilee the 
headquarters of His ministry.

As Isaiah foretold, His light shined where the 
deepest darkness reigned.

He worked humbly on behalf of those who were 
considered simple, coarse and rough.



“They immediately left their nets and followed Him.” (Matthew 4:20)

Jesus began His ministry with a call: “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
(Matthew 4:17). That’s the greatest need of 
every man and woman.

Andrew and John heard how John the Baptist pointed 
to Jesus as the Messiah. They met Him and decided to 
follow Him—part-time. Simon Peter and other disciples 
also joined Him as He preached in Judea (John 1:35-42).

Andrew, Peter, James and John were called to 
a greater commitment to Jesus in Capernaum.

Jesus transformed those simple fishermen into 
fishers of men. The key was to leave 
everything behind to follow Christ, completely 
surrendering to Him.



“Our first work is with our own hearts. The true 

principles of reform should be practiced. The 

heart must be converted and sanctified else we 

have no connection with Christ. While our hearts 

are divided, we shall never, never be fitted for 

usefulness in this life or for the future life. As 

intelligent beings, we need to sit down and think 

whether we are really seeking first the kingdom of 

God and His righteousness. The very best thing we 

can do is to think soberly and candidly whether 

we desire to put forth the effort necessary to 

obtain the Christian hope and secure the 

Christian’s heaven. If through the grace of Christ 

we decide that we do, the next question is: What is 

there that I must cut away from my life in order 

that I shall not stumble?”

E.G.W. (This day with God, February 9)


